Occupational and Environmental Medicine 1995;52:214-216 The effect of occupational exposure to mercury vapour on the fertility of female dental assistants Editor-Rowland et al found lower fertility among women who did not work with amalgam compared with women exposed to low levels of mercury.' Other exposures to mercury incurred by dental assistants who do not work with amalgam was offered as a possible explanation.
In 1994 as health and safety representative for a surgical ward at a metropolitan hospital, I found that 60% of trays at the base of sphygmomanometers, wall mounted, at the head of each patient's bed, con store) should, from the documented formulation2 and verbal accounts of former employees, have been of standard composition (about 3-34-3% crocidolite, 7-5-10% chrysotile, and 85-7-89-2% cement). Analyses (powder x ray diffraction) of four samples, however, taken from the factory site and an associated surface dump nearby, a resident's yard, and the town roadside, showed the presence of crocidolite (a carcinogen3 4), not chrysotile. Most importantly, these materials were improperly disposed of. Some of them are freely chipping and eroding due to poor quality and have been used by residents as flower pots, foundations to dwellings, garbage dumps, and driveways (some of which were obtained as original wet mix) in the residents' yards, or appear along dusty roads, and roadsides accessible to playing children.
Six samples of ceiling tiles from a modem office building in Kingston contained either amosite or wollastonite fibres. Disposal was implemented by a major real estate company in the presence of one of us (IAK); the exercise generated much dust but the workers resisted instructions to wear dust masks remarking that "this is how we always do it". The methods used by the disposal contractor and the landfill site are unknown (Jamaica has no authorised landfill site for asbestos). These deplorable disposal methods for asbestos materials are also practised at a power plant and a brake shoe and clutch refurbishing facility. The workers in these factories were found to be lax about hygiene but there are institutional worker safety and health monitoring measures for factories. Samples of insulation materials (34 in house and one for this study) from several boilers at the power plant contained principally amosite and anthophyllite with tremolite, crocidolite, and actinolite impurities. The brake and clutch lining mix and raw material samples (two) contained chrysotile.
Hospital records showed two cases of asbestosis with a history of occupational exposure to asbestos (thermal insulation). Of the 9200 postmortem reports 
